Science Policy Writing

New to the job, or Headteacher just said

Policy on my desk for tomorrow evening.?

Do not panic!!!

Surely you are not starting from a blank sheet of paper?!

My method is as follows

Assumptions

Policy is a statement of intent, this is what we want. Some of it happens already, some we are working on and some we have yet to implement.

Best test is when a new teacher arrives, how soon do they get a feel for science from the policy at this school

References to other school policies and guidelines for science can keep the policy short.

First things first

Ask staff to complete the following sentence, as often as they wish.  Making sure that each sentence contains just one reason, idea. Keep finished sentence short.

Collect the card responses to above and sort in to similar ideas. Ideally you want between 10 and 20 final ideas. 

In staff meeting have groups of teachers rank the above ideas from most important, agree with to least important.

Collect results by awarding points of 10 to most important down to 1 for least, in each group. Collate scores for each idea. 

Focus on those ideas that have scored highly, also consider altering wording of least popular to read more positive.

In policy you have two options now, use the high scoring ideas to word a 250 word policy statement or my preferred option

Simply list as bulleted points to the sentence opener. This later option has the benefit of when review the policy later, you can simply ask staff to score each point in terms of success etc.

You now need to consider if you need to make reference to any of the ideas below. If so, is it to an in school document (policy or guidelines or science folder) or more detailed wording because there is something specific about science and your school and this aspect.

Other headings for consideration

Record Keeping and assessment

Planning

Resources

Safety

Transfer and liaison

SEN (AEN) gifted and talented

Equal opportunities

ICT

Cross curricular issues

The role of the science coordinator

Further reading

Note also how with a bulleted policy, each point becomes an issue, activity within the DP8 (development planning document for science)

